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NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS GATHER FOR REGIONAL MEETING AT UM
MISSOULA About 45 Native American college and university students from six Western states and
Canada will gather at The University of Montana Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 11-13, for a
regional meeting of the American Indian Science and Engineering Society.
Students from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming and British Columbia will join
representatives from Montana universities, colleges and tribal colleges for the meeting hosted by
UM’s AISES chapter.
Regional AISES representative Lena Belcourt, a UM senior from Rocky Boy, said the
gathering presents an excellent opportunity for members to discuss what it means to be a Native
American student and to identify concerns and issues that should be incorporated into higher
education programs and curricula.
Interested citizens are invited to join in the traditional round dance that will close the
regional meeting. The dance is scheduled from 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday in the University Center’s
Mount Sentinel Room. Other meeting highlights will include seminars on cultural identity,
spirituality and efforts to establish a federal Native American Religious Freedom Act, and the
traditional sweat lodge.
AISES is a national student organization dedicated to encouraging Native Americans to
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pursue education and careers in science and engineering.
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Reporters and editors: Members of the media are welcome to attend meeting sessions and
interview participants. For more information call Lena Belcourt, 243-2475.
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